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Мах ALLAN COLLINS 


USAGI YOJIMBO 


The Case Of Usagi Yojimbo 


ТАМ GRATEFUL to Stan Sakai for a number 
of reasons, 


First. and foremast he has created oneofthe bestand 
longest minning independent comic-book series nthe 
history af the medium, 


Second he has been niee enough oachnowledaeme 
inthe story notes tor "The Hairpin Murders” aton 
of his tuo averte mystery кенен (is other favorite 
is Ed NeBain whose 87th Precinct novels 1 have 
онде war about the ape that my son Nathan 
discovered Ca то 


And. tolls. tan Ska did the impossii: е however 
bre) managed to make my teenage san Impressed 
with sol man. 


n Sakai i Nate's favorite cartoons, and Usagi 
ана Ма Биће comic book: None of hi a 
surprising, beca Siam work i арин as ood as 
current comics gel, and Nate was raised on a sad 
diet of Lone Wolf and Cub manga. John Woo mores. 
and japanese vider games 


Far my entire tife lora it may b) 1 heve been a great 
Ji of comic. Livio with a writer of amic male it 
"nette уги pon ver ins om Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Tales to Сам And Hobbes, Bi at the tender 
age of den was subjected p. my father a diferent 
реален ok — the mange. Айт J hd sad rc 
пони He оби Gen and e Lone Wolf and Cul 
ит, туй ете me 1a Usagi Заро. 


These brief moments of respect receive from Nate 
Conventions when have approached Stan. to get 
toples of Nate's Ung comics signed. Ала, теми: 
inevitably, Stan igh up secng me, and informs Nate 
and meat he — he crestorof Usasi imho! has 
brought book of nine to have me sign. 


Thisadhniration ofcourse beildersmyson but some: 
‘phere inthe aan а siring notion that his ater. 
may hane some vale. afterall, Stan Sakai pees, 


Which sfine withme, because sure approve of Stan 


Max Ми Collas ator ofthe Shama er wun 


Sakai. Having worked, off and on in ths field since 
the late 70s, Ive become pretty jaded and Іше. 
impresses me, particularly пел stuff: But Stan Sakai 
сап exception he sirs in me memories ofthe classic 
comic strips, where the likes cf Dick Тесу and Lite 
Orphan Annie and Wash Tubbs could despite their 
апоову depictions — enjoy thing adventures. His. 
"y animat” approach invokes the great Сан Ras 
guiding Une Scrooge through journeys of mystery 
And excitement, обе settings, thrillng tales that 
red otto be terribly funny jut tere His boyish 
et courageous Usas summons the gest of Herpes 
Tintin. thn kid reporter whore exploits managed to 
havea Нетто while being extremely adl 


quickly became adici п е cute rabbit and his 
centres 1 аз die in by many aspects of the conc 
the Deal artwork s detailed and Sine at the same 
tine: йе Japanese oltre and tology demon 
нија анти jis and tic rich story es ha й 
Half toi store that rat alee Japanese ме 
toc aie that wad never hese tethered 
faced my тена pense re 


Stan Заки has writen and de a sers that both 
Nate and сап read — and thse Nate has been анко, 
keep reading as he grows to adulthood. 


In the stories in shook, Stan introduces one of his 
best characters — Inspector Khida who shares the 
same reallife role modei as Charlie Chan: Honolulu 
detective Chang Арапа, Ishida who spons wich 

in a vaguely Chan ke manner — is more like the 
hardboilel Apana tan the mild-mannered Chan of 
ari Derr Bigger’ noves (and the many films they 
spawned) Ishida кап action her and Usagi makes 
great swordslinging Watson for him in mystery 
yams that are involving, excitng, and deftly plotted, 


Besides being ан expert чату amd arti. Stan зіні 
isa girly ond тн. He has ars been tery ead 
personable to me and the rest d his Jams have та al 
rious conventions, Nan Sai баета сту bit of pre 
"ond respect ай he heresi nd haveno dot at 
‘er rending сад you onld agree with me 
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Grey Shadows Story Notes 


Tus HAIRPIN MURDERS 


Карай was founded in 1600 in Kyoto by Оши 
priestess ofthe Oyashiro Shrine in Izumo Province 
Her performances were an outgrovth of the 
nembutsu ori (Dance of Prayer to Buddha) and 
A belief hat (he principles o Buddhism could Le 
more easily understood through song and dance 


Like many entertainers in Kyoto, Okuni performed 
‘on the dry riverbed ot the Kamo River She soon 
teamed up with Sanza, a samurai musician, and 
together they created dramas and ribald comedies 
borrowed freely fron the Noland Kroen theaters 
Okuni would often dress in aman s costume and 
Sanza a woman's, to the approval of the audience. 
They soon put together a troupe and went 
were forgotten, but that's showbiz. 


In 1603 this type of entertainment was called 


Kabuki (free ite), 


There were different schools of kabuki. The most 
notorious was the ajo (разне woman) Кара, 
in which prostitutes ound anctner means to charm 
and attrac customers. In 1629, all women, in апу 
capacity, were banned from the stage by the 
Shogun’ order, inan ört to protect publie morals 
and limit interaction between the socal classes. 
Ту banishing women, samurai were less likely to 
attend these shows, which were primarily 
frequented by commoners, The onnage (female 
npersonctor) was treated to offset the boredom 
ofthe all male cast. 


Naam was written wel after Па ine, 
at made etree ой Perast ie об 

Sana appeared iam 
merit tont cdi ae 
Murayama Sakon in 164 


Sharon and were in Japan in January of 1998 25 
guests of Osamu Tezuka Productions. We made 
trip to the Grand Kabuki Theatre in Tokyo, 
though we didn't have the time to actually scc 
а performance. However, we were taken to 
Takarazuka outside Kyoto to visit the Tezuka 


museum — an incredible place — and see the 
Takarazuka Theatre, wich is the antithesis of kabuki 
An that all е actors are women. We feet saw a 
historical drama and then à Las Vegas-ype show. 
Tewas amazing to see the women take on male roles 
— subtle nuances in posture and the swagger as 
ey walked made then absolutely convincing, 


fet formation св fred а Kabul 
Canet a M Sharer т Che Re 
FS rate nd Dt pera nt 
ty fr kabel conus ba ora pes af 
lora doing, 


‘Tue Courresan 


The yearly courtesan procession was о sight to 
behold. The oiran, with her retinue, made an 
appearancein her finest gowns, walking on foot 
high. black bequered clogs called misa й 

gg er costume asso voluminous and heavy 
{tity pounds or moro) that she had to be assisted. 
by one or two wakainono — male servants of a 
brothel — оп whose shoulders she couldlean, Her 
skirts were led up for easier walking, allowing 

Spectators o view ot her bare whit fea Folded 
paper peeked out of her collar to be used as a 
handkerchief. J, E, Becker, in The Nighless City, 
‘writes: “The sight of lovely and bewitching мій 
‘lad in rich silk brocades glittering with gold and. 
polyehromatic tints: of her wonderful pyramidal 
Coiffure ornamented with numerous tortolse- 
Shell and coral hairpins зо closely thrust together 
asto suggest halo oflight encircling her ead and 
her stately graceful mevementsas she swept slowly 
and majestically through the Nalo-no-dho must 
indeed have appeared magnificent and awe- 
inspiring tothe uninitiated.” 


was supposedly derived from sira no ane, or “my 
ес sister, a term of respect nsed by apprentice 


courtesans in the Yoshwara plesure distret of Edo, 


The oiran should not be confused with the geisha 
Cat person), who were women skilled in danci 
Singing. playing musical instruments, 


nd 
conversation: The geisha still exist, but the ain. 


as portrayed in period movie and art, have all 
but disappeared. 


There аге still processions, however. The Bun 
iion бөлін in Niskikanbare, Niigata Prefecture 
is celebrated usually on the third Sunday in Apri 
"The Senteitai Matar at Shimonoseki, Yamaguchi 
Prefecture dates badk tothe times when court ladies 
became courtesans. In sympathy, women don the 
‘ceremonial attire to honor them 


“The visual for Lady Maple was inspired by the 
character Agemaki from the kabuki play Зайче. 
Yukari no гаты. 


The triste symbol and gate to a Shinto shrine. 
“The sun lt symbol Japan and many ariy shrines 
were erected to Amaterasu. he sun goddess The 
means "ird perche A live roster wasplaced on a 
pereh as an offering, After time, the perch Sts 
Came to symbolize he shrine and represents the 
Spiritual one. Some shrines, such she tari Shrine 
3 Fushimi have so many ton that they form long 
tunnels. The fori of the Itsukushima Shrine in 
Pros Prec s tegar 25 oneoribe ‘three 
жем sights Japan, 


"The Yoshivara District was the licensed “pleasure 

quarters ol Edo. This was the only area where 

brothels were permitted in the city, so l 

be controled and regulated. The name 

meant “reed plain,” but later the character 
nhe name were changed, 

the pronunciation 

4 intact, so 

“lucky plain. The 

area was burnt. 


twas founded, and 1643, As the city spread 
Yoshiwara became embarrassingly close to the 
center. so it was moved to the eastern boundary 
here it syed until йз dissolution after WWI 


References to this story also came from Ruth М 
Shavers Кени Сис hichcontined deal 
Kabuki: Eighteen Traditional Dramas by Tosh 
awake and Akira vata, 1985, Chronicle Books 
of San Francisco (beautiful photographs with 
Summaries of play Japanes: Festiva by Helen 
Bauer and Sherwin Cariquist. 1965 Doubleday & 
Cx of New Yorks Japan by Nebojsa Bato Tomas, 
Michael Random, and Louis водене 1986. Fin 
River Publishers New York. also used Samum 
Par: Dad at iji Temple directed by Inagaki 
(available on video). which has Miyamoto Musashi 
жауа ati home aston en Which based e 
‘tals of Maples private residence, Including ihr 
oily singing gue. An episode of he Kage w 
Camdan ПУ series eld Пе Poo ass At. 
production budget. 


TAMESHIGIRE 


New swords were often tested for strength and. 
sharpness en the bodies of beheaded criminals. The 
corpses were either suspended from a rope or laid 
‘ona mound o sand. 


There were eighteen prescribed cuts ranging in 

dificulty from the по kuru (“pair of wheels") 

across the hips, to схил. 

e the sleeve") in which a hand we 
Topped of 


Lesser blades were tested on 
onde of straw: 
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Books by Stan Sakai 


From Dark Horse Comics 
www.darkhorse.com 


Book 8: SHADES OF РЕА! 
Book 9: Равно 

BOOK 10: THE BRINK or LIFE AND DEATH 

BOOK 11: SEASONS 

Book 12: Grasscurren 

BOOK 13: Grey SHADOWS 

BOOK 14: DEMON Mask 

Book 15: GRASSCUTTER II — JOURNEY то ATSUTA SHRINE 
Book 16: THE SHROUDED Moon 

Boo 17: Рила, Ar ion 

BOOK 18: TRAVELS WITH JOTARO 

BOOK 19: FATHERS AND SONS 

BOOK 20: GLIMPSES OF DEATH 

Book 21: THE MOTHER OF MOUNTAINS 

Book за: Томок'є Sronv 

SPACE USAGI 


From Fantagraphics Books 
wwwfantagraphics.com 

BOOK 1: THERONIN 

BOOK 2: SAMURAI 

BOOK 3: THE WANDERER'S ROAD 

BOOK 4: THE DRAGON BELLOW CONSPIRACY 
Boor 5: Lone болт AND Ки» 

BOOK 6: CIRCLES 
Book 7: Сем Story 


GRAPHIC NOVEL ADVENTURE. 
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ter with a young samurai who follows 
даа eee nan ix followed by tne footsteps 


око 
А MASTEREUE 
ADAPTATION OF SAMURAI LEGEND acon 


то SEQUENTIAL ART Memory, mystery, 


gious National Cartoonists Society 
Award in the Comic Book Division. 
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